
 

Return to Learn, Wildcats! 
BCS students will return for face-to-face instruction on Monday, August 

17th! This is great news for students, teachers, and the parents and 

grandparents who stepped in to support learning at home during the 

COVID-19 closure.  

 

At the July BOE regular meeting, the Board approved the 2020-2021 cal-

endar, which includes two additional teacher planning and inservice 

days prior to students returning. Principal Jones and Dr. Browne present-

ed the details of the re-opening plan, which was developed with input 

from teachers, staff, and parents along with guidance from the Panhan-

dle Public Health District (PPHD) Unified Command, the Nebraska Dept. 

of Education (NDE), the Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association 

(NRCSA), the American Association of Pediatrics (AAP), and the Centers 

for Disease Control (CDC). Students will see some changes in the bell 

schedule, lunch and classroom seating, and will be required to “mask-

up” on buses, while changing classes, anytime that 6-foot social distanc-

ing (SD) is not possible, or at the request of a staff member.  

 

It is challenging to make a plan that might be required to change with-

out notice! With every issue or situation addressed, more questions arose! 

However, we are confident that the safety measures included in our 

plan are reasonable to ensure the health and well-being of students, 

their families, and staff, while giving us a better chance of keeping 

school open should circumstances change.  

 

Full details of our “Return to Learn” plan will be shared at a Parent Infor-

mation meeting on July 30th at 6:30pm in the school gym.  To comply 

with DHM restrictions on public gatherings, this meeting is for parents of 

BCS students only. Future meetings may be scheduled if there is commu-

nity interest. We will follow strict SD rules, and all those attending need to 

“mask up” until they have taken their seats in the gym. 

 

A school is a lonely place without students! We look forward to having 

everyone back to learn, laugh, and lean-in to make the best of every 

challenge and opportunity this year will bring! Together we will do what it 

takes to keep each other healthy!  

 

Stay well, Wildcats!  B
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A Note from the Principal 
 

     Hello everyone! This is Charles Jones, principal of 
Banner County School, with some informational 
items for the upcoming school year. 
     First, we are excited to get students and parents 
back into the building! On July 30th, there will be a 
Parent Information meeting at the school on the 
protocols that will be in place for the upcoming 
school year. All families will also receive the infor-
mation in the “Back-to-School” packets that will be 
mailed in August.  
     Our incoming Kindergarten students will need to 
have a physical and an eye exam. These are required 
by state regulations. We also ask that you provide us 
with copies of  birth certificate and immunization 
records.   
     BCS is an approved CEP program, which allows us 
to offer free nutritious school meals to all students 
through the National School Lunch and School 
Breakfast Programs. Free breakfast and lunch is 
available again this year every day, including Option-
al Enrichment Fridays, under this federally funded 
program.  
     One last reminder. Students participating in activi-
ties for the 2020-2021 school year in grades 6, 7, and 
9, or students who did not have a physical last year, 
need to have a physical prior to starting practice. 
NSAA is allowing students in grades 8, 10, 11, and 12 
that have a physical from last year to use those phys-
icals for this year.  If you have any questions please 
feel free to contact me. 
     Looking forward to seeing everyone this fall! 

Students read their “I ♥ BCS” statements to Principal 

Jones during a school assembly. 

Employment Opportunities 

Banner County 
Are you looking for a positive and supportive work 
environment? Do you want to make a difference? 
Do you enjoy personal or professional challenges? 
Do you like kids? Be a para or substitute at BCS!   
 

Our current daily rate for substitutes is $125 plus 
lunch. A state or local substitute permit is required. 
Check the NDE’s site for more details: https://
dc2.education.ne.gov/tc_interactive_teaching2/
TeachingStateSubPermit.aspx  
 

Para educators work with individual or small 
groups of students to support their learning goals. 
Sometimes paras help out with other tasks around 
the school as needed. The starting rate is between 
$9-$12/hour. There are several ways you can quali-
fy to become a para educator.  If you have 30-60 
college credits, with 6 of those credits in childhood 
education, you can qualify.  If you have no college 
experience you can take the “Project Para” course 
while employed to become a certified para. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a substitute or 
para and would like more information, please  
contact  Principal Jones at the school or email: 
charles.jones@bcswildcats.org.   

Banner County School is an Equal Opportunity and 
Veteran’s Preference Employer 

BCS 5-Year Strategic Plan  
Our 18 month community consultation process pro-

duced 2020 Vision and Beyond, our  5-
Year Strategic Plan, which had final BOE 
approval at the April 13th regular 
meeting. As stated in the Plan’s message 

from the Board, it “...is essentially a road map 
which shows the final destination and possibly the 
best way to arrive at that destination.  We are 
hopeful this plan will help us to reach our goals  
faster and arrive more safely.  Is this plan perfect?  
Possibly not, but as George S. Patton was known to 
say, ‘A good plan today is better than a perfect plan 
tomorrow.’”  
Visit www.bcswildcats.org to read our 5-Year  
Strategic Plan. Print copies will be available soon at 
the school. Please call ahead. 

https://dc2.education.ne.gov/tc_interactive_teaching2/TeachingStateSubPermit.aspx
https://dc2.education.ne.gov/tc_interactive_teaching2/TeachingStateSubPermit.aspx
https://dc2.education.ne.gov/tc_interactive_teaching2/TeachingStateSubPermit.aspx
mailto:charles.jones@bcswildcats.org
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Our 1st Year (almost) on a 4-Day Week 
The 19-20 school year will be remembered across the country (and around most of the world) by students, 
parents, teachers, and administrators as unusual, frustrating, and challenging. For many of us, it will also be 
remembered as a time of growth and innovation.  We were all required to learn new skills in a very short 
timeframe! At about 6:00pm on March 15th, superintendents from the 22 ESU13 districts were called to 
join a phone conference (I was in the middle of loading groceries into my car at Safeway at the time!) and 
informed that all districts were to close immediately! Little did we know, that our first year on a 4-day week 
would end suddenly on March 13th. 
 

Despite the abrupt end to our first year on a 4-day week with Optional Enrichment Fridays (OEF), Principal 
Jones shared some encouraging results of our innovation at this month’s Board meeting. Student test and 
survey data show an increase in core academics, increased student engagement (based on increased 
attendance and decreased discipline referrals), and more access to STEAM learning for K-12 students. The 
average weekly student attendance on OEFs was 67-86% and students who attended OEFs gave it a 4.6 
rating—that’s almost !!! 
 

Using our NWEA MAP scores from the winter test window in 18-19 to 19-20, our students demonstrated 
growth in Reading, Language (ELA), and Math. The 5-year attendance was also trending to an all-time high 
if it had not been cut short by the year ending in March.  
 

It is still too early to tell if our increased enrollment is a result of the 4-day week, but as of this publication, 
our student enrollment for 20-21 has increased by 15%! 
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Alums & Friends of Banner County School 
Whether you remember Banner County School as BCHS or Harrisburg HS, we hope you reconnect with the 
school by completing our survey at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/friendsofBCS 

 

Join the 43 alums and friends of BCS who 
have completed the survey so far! We hope 
to build our data base to help keep you con-
nected to your school—and our students 
connected to you!  If you provide your mail-
ing address, you will receive The Scratching 
Post each month of publication in the mail!  
 

We anticipate that the information you share in 
the survey will support BCS students as they 
make career and education decisions. We hope 
that some of our alums will come speak to stu-
dents and talk about their career paths. There is 
no doubt, the first 12 years of education build 
the foundation for future learning and life. Con-
sider giving back to BCS by sharing your  story 
with our current students!  

Order your 2021 Community Calendar 
Don’t miss another Birthday or Anniversary! The BCPSF Community Calendar is STILL only  
$5.00. The 2021 Calendar will be available by pre-paid order only.  If you need to update your 
family information, include changes on the form below. We anticipate the calendar being 
ready for pick up in December and in time for the Christmas Concert!  
 

Please complete the form below and return to school along with your payment to:  
BCPS Foundation 

NAME: __________________________________________ Phone ____________________ 
 
Changes or additions to calendar                     (Circle One) 
ADD 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
DELETE 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Number of calendars ($5 each): _____________  Payment enclosed: ________________ 

Thank you for supporting the BCPS Foundation Scholarship Fund! 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
 
July 13, 2020 
 

Board Actions 
The Board accepted the resignation of Board of Education member Barbara J. Cross, effective July 13th, 
2020, thanking her for her many years of service to Banner County School.  
The Board reviewed the school re-opening plan and approved the 2020-2021 Reopening Resolution. The 
resolution can be viewed on the school website.  
The Board adopted the revised 2020-2021 school calendar as presented, with school beginning for stu-
dents on August 17, 2020, and school ending for students on May 20, 2021.  
A 3-year Cisco Meraki device management plan for $8,448 was approved. The 3-year contract  saves the 
district 30%  over  the annual cost. 
The Board approved the purchase of 15 laptops from Lenovo for the quoted price of $10,611.  
All incoming Juniors receive a new laptop and can keep their device when they graduate by meeting   
academic, attendance, and conduct criteria. 
A motion to appoint Jake Knaub to the Banner County School Board of Education for the remainder of the 
vacated term ending December 2020 was made by Douglas Olsen and seconded by Bret Jeffries. It passed 
unanimously  4-0.  

Complete minutes are posted on our website: www.bcswildcats.org 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

 
 
Return to Learn  
Parent Information Night 
July 30th—6:30 pm 
Banner County School Gym 
 
This is the first of a series of 
information and training sessions 
planned to support families and 
students as we transition back 
to face-to-face instruction.  

 
AGENDA: 
Daily routines and schedules   Safety Protocols 
Parent responsibilities and expectations Remote learning options 
Transportation     Q & A 
 
Due to DHM restrictions on gatherings, this session is open to parents and guardians of BCS 
students only. Please wear a mask when entering the school. Masks may be removed once par-
ents are seated in the gym and 6-feet apart.  
 
Thank you for doing your part to keep everyone safe & healthy! Together we can open our 
school safely for students & staff in August and REMAIN open! 

Banner County School 
Return to Learn Plan 

EVERYONE learning together  -  
6 feet apart & safe! 
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